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relations with Russia since 1896, and when he finally
contrasted this attitude with the courteous considera-
tion and helpfulness shown him by the Russian
authorities, he would have been more than human
had he not accepted the help thus tactfully offered,
let the price be what it might.

As Times correspondent the present writer had
occasion to discuss the Boxer crisis and its results
with Li Hung-chang during his residence at Shanghai
(July 2ist to September I4th, 1900). The aged
Viceroy's physical strength was fast waning at this
time. He walked supported by servants and seemed
to be very frail. But the indomitable spirit of the
man was in no wise quenched, his mind showed no
signs of weariness, and his eyes flashed with all their
wonted fire when anger moved him. He did not
attempt to dissemble his wrath at the discourtesy of
the Consular Body, which had determined not to
call upon him, and of the Municipality, which had
limited his personal retinue to twenty men. He pro-
fessed to be indignant also at the British public's
reiterated demand for a direct communication from
the besieged Legations. He had given his word that
they were safe, and was not that sufficient ? Even
then, fighting a lone hand, spurned by the foreigner
and suspected by many of his countrymen, he con-
tinued to display the curious combination of naive
complacency and bold assurance, which characterised
his diplomatic intercourse with foreigners. On
July 23rd his proposed remedy for the situation (then
critical) was that the Powers should telegraph to the
allied commanders in North China and put a stop
to their advance on Peking. As for himself, he did
not propose to go north until certain that the Empress